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:" Ev" s*seon Steve SPector
rtceriflv left Lis West Palm Beach
&ice firr two weeks and traveled
t6 the South Pacific to helP hun-
dfreds n'ho suffer from eye dis
&ses with no readY source of
rfiedical treatnent
3 Soector traveled to one of the

\bnu-atu islands near Australia
cttled Dffeata. and wittr the helP
oi five students from Canada and
.dirstalia, he perfornred cataract
ahd glaucoma procedures, eye lid
rbconstruction and removal of
clurcers from the eye lids.
i .When Spector and his crew

atrived, they set up a field hosPi-
tal firsr Bui there were cultural

Soector's wife, Iauren, said
ooeritinc in the field hosPital
6sted foi about tlree days; from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. After learning tlte
Melanesian peoPle we-re a|ald of
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the South Pacific island of Dffeta'
hospials, Spector decided tohosDltals, speqor oec
bririg the clinic to thebriric tha cfinic to the PeoPle.
Thei set up tleir equipmertt in
the "Malla -and 

Aircore villages
and cooducted the same Proce
dures they performed in the field
hosoital.

because of limited electicitY,
the surqeon and staff used Porta-
ble mi&oscopes, and other Por'
table optical instruments tor sur-
series and examinations.- 

Even the chief of the Malla
villa.se was convinced and re
ouested an eye examination '- 

While operating, "I asked for
some music and they began
dnernp lt*tts It )a Mz and fibal
sbnlsl 

- 
Spector said. "I enjoy

rnuslc. beCause it relar<es the pa-
lbnts irnd the oPerating staff'"
: One lift boY had his sight
estored following SPectofs sur-
ierv. his wife said.- ;Some of the saddest things I
aw in Dffeata were the unat-
nded blindness and the chil-

dren without education," said
Spector.

Every spring since 1996,
Spector has volunteered to Pro-
vi-de eve care to people in need as
a merirber of SEiE International.
He's been to Jordan, Africa, and
across the U.S. with his services.
The surgeons pay their own trav-
el e:<Denses and are Provlded
equipment for the surgeries.

One challenging asPect is "we
can't take all the hncy equipment
orovided." Spector said. "We
hust stick v',ith basic surgical
techniques."

One of the interesting things
Soector saw on his most recent
trio were land divers. Members of
thi local tribe jumped from Plat-
forms, ranging fom 25 to 75 feet
to make the land more fertile and
to show courage. A rope tied to
their feet prevented them from
trittine the groud. The chief

jumps from the highest point.
Soector also is involved with

Orcaiization for Rehabilitation
anil Training, which builds and
maintains technology schools
around the world to give people a
second chance in life and to learn
a trade. The organization, started
100 years ago in Russia and it
supports 270.000 students around
the world.

SpectorJs next surgical visit
will be to China.

"I trv to co where the need is,'
said Splctoi. "Ifs a good feeling
to helo others. I've been blessed
with a-wonderful family, I have an
oooorhrnitv to make a difference
iri beoole'i lives and it's time for
md to-give back. I feel if every-
bodv save a litfle bit of them-
sekeslo the people around them,
the world will be a much better
place."
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