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For Immediate Release:

WEST PALM BEACH SURGEON 7O RESTORE THE SIGHT
OF NEEDY BLIND IN VOLUNTEER MISSION TO JORDAN

(Santa Barbara, CA, June 1, 1999) — Steve S. Specter, M D., a West Palm Beach, Florida oph-

thalmologist with the Presidential Eye Center, will participate in a five-day, volunteer eye surgery

clinic in Amman, Jordan from Jumat will restore the sight of indigent blind patients.
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"There is no greater professional reward than restoring the eyesight of patients who would oth-

erwise remain in darkness for many years, if not their entire lives,” commented Dr. Spector, who

has previously participated in volunteer clinics in Vistnam and Namibia.

Dr. Spector was born in a displaced persons' camp in Berlin, Germany and spent the first 15
years of his life working on a farm near the Gaza Strip. "Now it's time to give back,” he notes.
"S.E.E. International affords me an opportunity to help Jordanian Palestinians with severe eye

disease and blindness improve their lives.
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"Because of religious beliefs, Muslims have limited access to corneal tissue," he explains.
"With the help of S.E.E. and the International Eye Bank, | will be bringing ccrneal tissue for

transpiant surgery.”

The eye surgery clinic is being organized by Surgical Eye Expeditions (S.E.E.) International, a
nonprofit, humanitarian organization that recruits and deploys volunteer ophthalmologists,
nurses and technicians to perform free, sight-restoring surgery throughout the United States and
the developing world. During 1998, over 300,000 needy patients were examined, and more
than 36,000 major eye surgeries were performed on people who otherwise would remain un-
necessarily blind or visually impaired -- a tragic waste of human resources.

srev bie blindness is a growing givtal tragedy. An sstimate of the World iHeaith Organiza-
tion (WHO) found 38 million blind and an additional 110 million suffering from low vision and at
risk for blindness. According to WHO, 80% of this blindness could be eliminated with proper

prevention or treatment, but nine out of ten blind persons live in developing countries where
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medical care is unaffordable or inaccessible.






