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For lmmediate Release;

(Santa Barbara,, CA, June 1, 1999) - Steve S. Spector, M D., a West Palm Beach, Florida oph-

thalmologist with the Presidential Eye Center, will participate in a fiveday, volunteer eye surgery

clinic in Amman, Jordan from Jugr-l€-Z31frat will restore the sight of indigent blind patients.
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'There is no gr€ater professib6al reward than resiodng the eyesight of palients who would oth-

envise remain in darkness for many yearg, ff not iheir entire lives," commented Dr. Spector, who

has previously participat€d in volunteer clinics in V'ie tnam and Namibia.

Dr Spector wa6 born in a displac€d persons' camp in Berlin, Germany and spent the first 1 5

years of his lile working on a fann near the Geza Strip. "Now it's time to gjve back," hc notcs

"S.E.E. Intemational aftords rne an opporlunity to help Jordanian Palestinians with severe eye

disease and blindness imorove their lives.
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"Because of religious beliefs, Muslims have limited access to corneal tissue'|'he explains:
'Wth the help of S.E,E. and the lrfernational Eye Bank, I will be bringing corneal tissue for

iranspiant surgery."

Thc eye surgery clinic i6 being organized by Surgical Eye Expeditions (S.E.E.) lnlernational' a

nonprofit, humanitarian organization that recruits and deploys volunteer ophthalmologists,

nurses and technicians to perform free, sighl-restoring surgery throughout the United States and

the developing world. Ouring 1998, over 300,000 needy Fatients were examined, and more

than 36,0O0 major eye surgeries were performed on people who otherwise would remain un-

nece8sarily blind or visually impaired - a tr€ic waste of human resources.

=.gvenlar:e bli Cj;les3 is a giov/ing g;oiral trag€ciy. A, r esiinrate of ti,e WoriJ ii€aii;-t Or-ganiza-

tion OVHo) found 38 million blind and an additional 110 million sufiering from low vision and at

sk tor bfindness. According to WHO, 8oo/o ot this blindness could be eliminated with proPer

prevention or treatment, but nine out of len blind persons live in developing countries where

medical care is unaffordable or inaccessible.




