College research pulls Spector into limeligh

By JOHN SANFORD

Special To The Daily News

An ophthalmologist’s 20-
year-old college thesis has given
some of the country’s technol-
ogy giants a collective black
eye.

Picture this: Siemens and
General Electric hiring heavy-
weight Washington, D.C. law
firms to slug it out with the U.S.
Patent Office, each claiming
rights to processes used in com-
puterizing radioactive imaging
of human organs.

Potentially, millions of dol-
lars were at stake.

But then an attorney for the
Washington, D.C. law firm of
Rothwell, Figg, Ernst & Kurz
dusted off a copy of a 1972
medical magazine detailing a
thesis written by one Steve S.
Spector, who was then finishing
up a master’s degree in nuclear
engineering at the University of
Florida.

Tt turned out the rights to the
. ‘edure belonged to the Uni-
versity of Florida and Spector,
46, who while practicing oph-
thalmology in West Palm Beach
had been unaware of the legal
battle. It was ruled recently by
the U.S. Patent Office that Spec-
tor and the University of Florida
held the rights to the procedure,
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Ophthalmologist Steve Spector of Palm Beach and the University of Florida have the rights
to a computerized process used in radioactive imaging of human organs. Spector developed
the process while a student there more than 20 years ago.

although Spector’s work never
was patented.

While the three-year legal
battle was being fought in Wash-
ington, Spector had conducted
his daily affairs, commuting

from his Palm Beach home to
his West Palm Beach office,
Presidential Eye Surgicenter.
“It was all going on unbe-
knownst to me until I got called
to Washington to testify,” Spec-

tor said.

Complicating the matter
was the fact that Spector had
never followed through to see
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